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Message Text 


TAGS: PEPR, PN 

SUBJECT: WASHINGTON POST STORY, APRIL 14, RE PANAMA CANAL 
TREATIES 


THERE FOLLOWS TEXT OF TODAY'S WASHINGTON POST STORY BY 
ROBERT G. KAISER, ENTITLED: SENATE TRIES FOR TREATY 
COMPROMISE; LANGUAGE SOUGHT THAT WOULD SATISFY DECONCINI, 
PANAMA. 


QUOTE: THE SHAPE OF A COMPROMISE THAT COULD SAVE THE PANAMA 
CANAL TREATIES EMERGED IN THE SENATE YESTERDAY, THOUGH THERE 
WAS NO GUARANTEE THAT PANAMA WOULD ACCEPT IT OR THAT 67 
SENATORS WOULD APPROVE IT. 

QUOTE: SEN. DENNIS DECONCINI (D-ARIZ.), THE KEY TO 
RESOLVING THE PRESENT IMPASSE, TOLD REPORTERS YESTERDAY, 

TM OPTIMISTIC AND I'M NOT TRYING TO SINK ANY TREATY’. 

QUOTE: DECONCINI ALSO SAID HE COULD ACCEPT A NEW UNDER- 
STANDING ADDED TO THE SECOND CANAL TREATY REITERATING 'OUR 
LONG-STANDING POLICY OF NONINTERVENTION IN FOREIGN 
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COUNTRIES' INTERNAL AFFAIRS'. 

QUOTE: THIS IS THE COMPROMISE THAT SENATE DEMOCRATIC 
LEADERS WERE TRYING TO REDUCE TO LEGISLATIVE LANGUAGE 
YESTERDAY. 

QUOTE: A STATEMENT OF THIS KIND IS NOW REGARDED AS 
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NECESSARY TO REASSURE PANAMANIAN OPINION, WHICH HAS BEEN 
INCENSED BY A RESERVATION DECONCINI SPONSORED TO THE 
FIRST CANAL TREATY, ADOPTED LAST MONTH BY 68 TO 32 IN THE 
SENATE. 

QUOTE: THAT DECONCINI RESERVATION ASSERTED AN AMERICAN 
RIGHT TO TAKE UNILATERAL MILITARY ACTION IN PANAMA TO 
KEEP THE CANAL OPEN IF IT IS CLOSED FOR ANY REASON, IN 
CLUDING LABOR UNREST IN PANAMA OR SOMETHING OF THE KIND. 

QUOTE: PANAMA HAS SENT STRONG SIGNALS THAT IT CANNOT 
ACCEPT THAT RESERVATION UNLESS IT IS SOMEHOW MITIGATED BY 
ADDITIONAL TREATY LANGUAGE IN WHICH THE UNITED STATES 
REASSERTS THAT IT HAS NO INTENTION OF INTERVENING IN THAT 
COUNTRY'S INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 

QUOTE: THE ISSUE NOW IS ESSENTIALLY A SEMANTIC ONE, THOUGH 
ITS FATE MAY DEPEND ON PANAMANIAN EMOTIONS IN THE END- 
THAT IS, ON WHETHER PANAMANIANS WILL ACCEPT THE MESSAGE 
OF THE ORIGINAL DECONCINI RESERVATION PROVIDED IT IS 
SURROUNDED BY OTHER STATEMENTS ASSERTING AMERICAN RESPECT 
FOR THE PRINCIPLE OF NONINTERVENTION. 

QUOTE: DECONCINI AND APPARENTLY SOME OTHER SENATORS AS 
WELL ARE NOT PREPARED TO MAKE ANY CHANGE IN THE BASIC 
NOTION THAT THE UNITED STATES SHOULD RETAIN THE OPTION 
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TO ACT UNILATERALLY TO KEEP THE CANAL OPEN. 

QUOTE: DECONCINI MET YESTERDAY WITH SENATE LEADERS WHO 
ARE PRESSING THE CASE FOR THE TREATIES, INCLUDING THE 
MAJORITY LEADER, SEN. ROBERT C. BYRD (D.-W.VA.). THEY 
PROPOSED VERBALLY SOME LANGUAGE FOR THE SORT OF NEW UNDER 
STANDING THEY HAVE IN MIND. 

QUOTE: DECONCINI SAID THAT PARTICULAR LANGUAGE WAS STILL 
UNACCEPTABLE TO HIM, BUT HE SAID REPEATEDLY THAT HE THOUGHT 
ACCEPTABLE LANGUAGE COULD BE FOUND. 

QUOTE: THE IMPORTANT THING TO HIM, HE SAID, WAS THAT THE 
NEW UNDERSTANDING NOT APPEAR TO BE A QUALIFICATION TO HIS 
OWN ORIGINAL RESERVATION. IT SHOULD ONLY BE A GENERAL 
STATEMENT OF RESPECT FOR THE PRINCIPLE OF NONINTERVENTION, 

HE SAID. 

QUOTE: THE SENATE DEMOCRATIC LEADERSHIP TOLD THE ADMINIS- 
TRATION THAT IT SHOULD NOW STAND ASIDE, AND LET THE 
SENATE TRY TO WORK THIS OUT BY ITSELF. DECONCINI SAID 
YESTERDAY THAT EARLIER PLANS FOR HIM TO MEET WITH PRESIDENT 
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CARTER HAVE APPARENTLY BEEN DROPPED. 

'I'M NOT GOING TO THE WHITE HOUSE, I GUESS’, HE SAID. 

QUOTE: SEVERAL SOURCES SAID THAT BYRD-WHO WEDNESDAY 
APPEARED TO SOME TO BE LOSING HEART FOR THE FINAL EFFORT 
TO GET THE SECOND TREATY APPROVED IN A FORM THAT PANAMA 
COULD ACCEPT- YESTERDAY SEEMED TO BE ’BACK ON THE TEAM’, 

AS ONE SOURCE PUT IT. 

QUOTE: BYRD AND OTHER SENATE LEADERS MET YESTERDAY WITH 
VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE AND DEPUTY SECRETARY OF STATE 
WARREN M. CHRISTOPHER TO DISCUSS THEIR LATEST EFFORTS. 
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QUOTE: ONE IDEA THE LEADERS ARE CIRCULATING IS SIMPLY TO 
RESTATE LANGUAGE FROM THE FIRST TREATY IN A NEW UNDER- 
STANDING TO THE SECOND STATING THAT AMERICA WILL NOT INTER- 
VENE IN PANAMA'S AFFAIRS, THEN FILL THE LAST DAYS OF 
DEBATE WITH SPEECHES EMPHASIZING THIS POINT. 

QUOTE: DECONCINI SAID YESTERDAY HE, TOO, WOULD BE WILLING 
TO MAKE A SPEECH ON THIS THEME. 

QUOTE: ALTHOUGH THE MOOD OF TREATY BACKERS IN THE SENATE 
WAS MARKEDLY BETTER YESTERDAY THAN THE DAY BEFORE, THERE 
WERE NOT PREDICTIONS OF VICTORY. KEY ADMINISTRATION 
OFFICIALS AND SENATORS AGREED THAT THERE WAS STILL TIME FOR 
MORE TO GO WRONG BEFORE THE SENATE S FINAL VOTE, SCHEDULED 
FOR 6 P.M. NEXT TUESDAY. 

QUOTE: THERE WAS AN EXAMPLE OF THIS YESTERDAY. SEN. 

JAMES ABOUREZK (D-S.D.) , AN OUTSPOKEN OPPONENT OF DEREGU- 
LATING THE PRICE OF NEW NATURAL GAS, LET IT BE KNOWN THAT 
HE WAS SO ANGRY AT THE WAY THE ADMINISTRATION IS HANDLING 
THE HOUSE-SENATE CONFERENCE ON PRESIDENT CARTER S ENERGY 
PLAN THAT HE MIGHT VOTE AGAINST THE CANAL TREATY IN 
RESPONSE. 

QUOTE: AT THE VERY LEAST, ABOUREZK SUGGESTED HE WOULD 
USE THE THREAT OF A NO’ VOTE TO FORCE THE ADMINISTRATION 

TO DO ITS NEGOTIATING WITH VARIOUS FACTIONS ON THE 
ENERGY ISSUES IN PUBLIC. 

QUOTE: OTHER SOURCES REVEALED THAT SEN. JAMES R. SASSER 
(D-TENN.) IS ALSO ANGRY WITH THE ADMINISTRATION, FOR 
REASONS THAT COULD NOT BE IMMEDIATELY DETERMINED, AND HAD 
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CAST A SERIES OF ANTI-ADMINISTRATION VOTES ON AMENDMENTS 
TO THE SECOND CANAL TREATY TO DEMONSTRATE HIS PIQUE. 

QUOTE: TREATY SUPPORTER SEN. GEORGE MC GOVERN (D-S.D.) 
DENOUNCED THE DECONCINI RESERVATION AS A POLITICAL AND 
DIPLOMATIC DISASTER' AND 'A KILLER AMENDMENT' HUMILIATING 
TO PANAMA. 

QUOTE: HE SAID HE RETAINED ONLY A GLIMMER OF HOPE' THE 
ISSUE COULD BE RESOLVED SATISFACTORILY BY SOME LEADERSHIP 
AUTHORIED COMPROMISE AND SUGGESTED THAT, IF THAT DOES NOT 
COME ABOUT, HE MIGHT ASK THE SENATE NOT TO VOTE ON THE 
SECOND TREATY AT ALL. 

QUOTE: SEN. DANIEL PATRICK MOYNIHAN (D-NY) ALSO DECRIED 
THE SENATE’S ACTION IN ADOPTING THE DECONCINI RESERVATION 
AS DID SEN. FLOYD HASKELL (D-COLO.), WHO TOLD UNITED 
PRESS INTERNATIONAL HE IS TROUBLED' BY THE RESERVATION. 

QUOTE: IN ANOTHER UNEXPECTED DEVELOPMENT, SEN. S. I. 
HAYAKAWA (R-CALIF.) CALLED A PRESS CONFERENCE FOR TODAY. 
APPARENTLY TO MAKE A STATEMENT ABOUT THE TREATIES. 
HAYAKAWA'S OFFICE DECLINED TO EXPLAIN THE PURPOSE OF THE 
PRESS CONFERENCE, BUT INFORMED SOURCES SAID THE CALIFORNIA 
CONSERVATIVE- WHO VOTED FOR THE FIRST CANAL TREATY-HAD 
WRITTEN A LETTER TO PRESIDENT CARTER RAISING QUESTIONS 
ABOUT THE CANAL TREATIES AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL ISSUES . 

QUOTE: IT COULD NOT BE DETERMINED LAST NIGHT WHETHER 
HAYAKAWA'S SUPPORT FOR THE SECOND TREATY WAS IN JEOPARDY. 
END QUOTE. CHRISTOPHER 
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